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Mr. John Freshwater (f}OJ~1

John,

Per our discussions, I wish to follow up on several concerns that have
corne to my attention over the past several weeks related to (1) your
role with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes student club and (2)
religious materials in your classroom. With regard to the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes ("FCA"), the Equal Access Act allows these
student clubs on the premises of the school only where (i) the
meeting is voluntary and student initiated, (ii) there is no sponsorship
by the school or its employees, (iii) employees are only present in a
nonparticipatory role, (iv) the meeting does not materially interfere
with educational activities within the school and (v) nonschool
personnel are not directing, conducting, controlling or regularly
attending the meeting or activities of the student group. Because of
this federal law and the Board's obligations under the First
Amendment, I must re-emphasize that your role with the FCA club
cannot be participatory -- rather you are simply there to monitor the
students to ensure they are abiding by the school's rules and are
safe. You will be expected to enforce and comply with the guidelines
I have established for all student clubs that meet before or after
school or during the school day, including tracking attendance and
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verifying the students have submitted parent permission forms to
participate in the club.

With regard to religious materials in your classroom, it has been
brought to my attention that you have a bible out on your desk and
that the "collage" on your classroom window includes the 10
commandments. While you certainly may read your bible on your
own, duty free time [i.e. during lunch], it cannot be sitting out on your
desk when students are in the classroom and when you are supposed
to be engaged in your responsibilities as a teacher. As for the 10
commandments, that part of your collage must be taken down and
replaced with something that is not religious in nature. As a public
school teacher, you cannot engage in any activity that promotes or
denigrates a particular religion or religious beliefs while on board
property, during any school activity or while you are "on duty" as a
teacher. Unless a particular discussion about religion or religious
decorations or symbols is part of a Board approved curriculum, you
may not engage in religious discussions with students while at school
or keep religious materials displayed in the classroom.

I appreciate your understanding of these concerns and expect you
will act accordingly. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~
William D. White

Principal, Mount Vernon Middle School

Cc: Mr. Steve Short, Superintendent
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